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Subordinates; and so sanction them by their example
that, on witnessing it, a general permission and an
assurance of impunity are assumed, that cause them
to become Common to all the french who come here to
trade. So much is this the case that all the villages
of our savages are now only Taverns, as regards
drunkenness; and sodoms, as regards immorality —
from which we must withdraw, and which we must
abandon to the just Anger and vengeance of God.

You see by this that, in whatever manner the
french Trade is Established among our savages, if it
be desired to still retain us among them, and to keep
and support us there in the capacity of missionaries,—
in the free Exercise of our functions, with the hope
of obtaining some result,— we must be delivered from
the Commandants and from their garrisons. These,
far from being necessary, are, on the contrary, so
pernicious that we can truly say that they are the
greatest scourge of our missions; for they serve but
to injure both the ordinary trade of the voyageurs
and the advancement of the faith. Since they have
come up here we have observed but one universal
Corruption, which by their scandalous mode of
living they have spread in the minds of all These
nations, who are now infected by it. All the
pretended service which it is sought to make people
believe that they Render to the King is reduced to 4
chief occupations, of which we earnestly beg you to
Inform His majesty.

The first consists in keeping a public Tavern for
the sale of brandy, wherein they trade it Continually
to the savages, who do not Cease to become intoxi-
cated, notwithstanding all our efforts to prevent it.
In vain do we speak to them, to try to stop them;



